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(57) ABSTRACT

A projector having at least one laser diode which is designed
to emit light, having a laser control device which is designed
to control the at least one laser diode, having a first con-
trollable resonant mirror which is designed to reflect the
light that is emitted by the laser diode, and having a control
device which is designed to control the orientation of the
first controllable resonant mirror. The control device is
further designed to reduce the power supply to the laser
diode and to the laser control device in a first configuration
of a power-saving mode of the projector, and to further
control the orientation of the first controllable resonant
mirror at a resonant frequency of the first controllable
resonant mirror. Moreover, a corresponding method is
described.

13 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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PROJECTOR, AND METHOD FOR
CONTROLLING A PROJECTOR
ACCORDING TO THE INVENTION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a projector and a corre-
sponding method for controlling a projector according to the
present invention.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Although the present invention is described below with
reference to projectors for video glasses, it is not limited
thereto. Rather, the present invention may be used with any
arbitrary projectors, such as projectors for head-up displays
in vehicles.

Projectors are currently used in numerous applications, in
particular so-called miniature projectors or microprojectors,
also in mobile form.

Mobile applications may be, for example, video glasses or
display devices for mounting on glasses. In such applica-
tions, information may be projected to a user directly into
his/her visual field and superimposed on the field of view of
the user.

It is known to use projectors, having a laser light source
and a laser scanner or MEMS mirror, for example, for
mobile operation, since these projectors may be designed for
a very small installation space.

Glasses having such a display device, i.e., video glasses,
are put on by a user and worn on the head, i.e., on the face.
Therefore, these projectors must be as small and lightweight
as possible. In addition, the projector should have a prefer-
ably long operating period on one battery charge.

Due to the fastening of the projector and the battery to the
glasses and on the head of the user, the size of the battery,
and therefore its capacity, is also limited. In order to still
achieve a long run time of the projector on one battery
charge, it is necessary to reduce the energy consumption of
the projector.

To meet the requirements for low energy consumption, in
present projectors the laser diodes as well as the MEMS
scanners and the video electronics are optimized in order to
reduce their energy demand. In addition, more efficient
concepts for supplying power to the projectors are being
developed.

United States Published Patent Appln. No. 20130070209
describes, for example, a projector having MEMS mirrors in
which the intensity of the laser light source is set as a
function of the contrast of a scan line.

However, the mentioned measures still do not allow
extended operation of such a projector during mobile use
with satisfactory autonomy.

Therefore, there is a need to further reduce the energy
consumption of projectors, in particular projectors for
mobile use.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, the following is provided:

a projector having at least one laser diode which is designed
to emit light, having a laser control device which is
designed to control the at least one laser diode, having a
first controllable resonant mirror which is designed to
reflect the light that is emitted by the laser diode, and
having a control device which is designed to control the
orientation of the first controllable resonant mirror, the
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2

control device being further designed to reduce the power

supply to the laser diode and to the laser control device in

a first configuration of a power-saving mode of the

projector, and to further control the orientation of the first

controllable resonant mirror at a resonant frequency of the
first controllable resonant mirror;

a method for controlling a projector according to the present
invention, having the following steps: reducing the power
supply to the electronic components of the projector in a
first configuration of a power-saving mode of the projec-
tor, and controlling the orientation of at least one first
controllable resonant mirror of the projector in the first
configuration of the power-saving mode at a resonant
frequency of the at least one first controllable resonant
mirror.

The underlying finding of the present invention is that a
projector which is used during mobile operation, for
example in combination with glasses or also, for example, in
combination with a head-up display in a vehicle, does not
have to display a continuous video stream, but, rather, only
has to superimpose individual pieces of information onto the
visual field of a user.

The underlying concept of the present invention is to take
this finding into account and provide a projector in which
electronic components of the projector are selectively
switched off in an operating phase in which no video data
have to be displayed.

In such an operating phase, all important electronic com-
ponents of the projector are switched off or placed in a
low-power or ultralow-power mode. These electronic com-
ponents may be, for example, laser diodes, laser drivers,
video controllers, and the like.

However, the present invention also provides that a por-
tion of the electronic components of the projector continues
to be operated. In particular, that portion of the electronic
components of the projector which controls the orientation
of the first controllable resonant mirror of the projector
continues to be operated.

The first controllable resonant mirror of a projector, which
is used to deflect the light beam of the laser diode and move
line by line over the projection surface, has a very long
start-up time. In particular, the first controllable resonant
mirror has the longest start-up time of all the electronic
components of the projector. The start-up time of the first
controllable resonant mirror may be up to several hundred
milliseconds, for example up to 500 ms.

In contrast, it takes purely electrical components only
several milliseconds to “wake up.”

If the orientation of the first controllable resonant mirror
of the projector is now further controlled at a resonant
frequency of the first controllable resonant mirror, in an
operating phase in which no video data have to be displayed,
the projector may display video data very quickly when
necessary and still allow a power-saving operation.

In one specific embodiment, the projector has a second
controllable mirror, the control device being designed to
control the orientation of the first controllable resonant
mirror and/or of the second controllable mirror in the
power-saving mode. This allows a flexible design of the
projector.

In one specific embodiment, the control device is
designed to set the orientation of the second controllable
mirror in at least one movable axis of the second controllable
mirror in a practically steady-state manner. This allows the
second controllable mirror to be set to the starting position
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for video output when already in the power-saving mode,
thus accelerating the start-up process of the projector from
the power-saving mode.

In one specific embodiment, the control device has a first
driver device which includes a first actuating device for
controlling the orientation of the first controllable resonant
mirror.

In one specific embodiment, the control device has a
second actuating device for controlling the orientation of the
second controllable mirror.

The partitioning of the control device allows operation, in
the power-saving mode, of only those components of the
control device that are necessary for controlling the first
controllable resonant mirror and/or the second controllable
mirror.

In one specific embodiment, in the power-saving mode,
the control device is designed to control the orientation of
the first controllable resonant mirror in at least one movable
axis of the first controllable resonant mirror at a resonant
frequency of the first controllable resonant mirror in the at
least one movable axis of the first controllable resonant
mirror. Very efficient control is possible when the control
frequency of the first controllable resonant mirror is coor-
dinated with the movable axes of the first controllable
resonant mirror.

In one specific embodiment, in the power-saving mode,
the control device is designed to control the orientation of
the first controllable resonant mirror in two movable axes of
the first controllable resonant mirror at a resonant frequency
of the first controllable resonant mirror in the two movable
axes of the first controllable resonant mirror. This allows a
design of a projector which has only a single controllable
mirror. This simplifies the design of the projector as well as
the internal structure of the control device, since only one
controllable resonant mirror has to be controlled.

In one specific embodiment, in the power-saving mode,
the control device is designed to control the orientation of
the first controllable resonant mirror in at least one movable
axis of the first controllable resonant mirror at a resonant
frequency of the first controllable resonant mirror in the at
least one movable axis of the first controllable resonant
mirror, with an amplitude that corresponds to the control
amplitude of the first controllable resonant mirror in a
normal projection mode of the projector. When the first
controllable resonant mirror is also operated with the same
amplitude in the power-saving mode, which corresponds to
the control amplitude of the first controllable resonant mirror
in a normal projection mode of the projector, the first
controllable resonant mirror is immediately ready for use,
and it is not necessary to leave the power-saving mode
before being placed in operation.

In one specific embodiment, in the power-saving mode,
the control device is designed to control the orientation of
the first controllable resonant mirror in at least one movable
axis of the first controllable resonant mirror at a resonant
frequency of the first controllable resonant mirror in the at
least one movable axis of the first controllable resonant
mirror, with an amplitude that is smaller than the control
amplitude of the first controllable resonant mirror in a
normal projection mode of the projector. The energy demand
of the projector may be further reduced when the first
controllable resonant mirror is operated in the power-saving
mode with an amplitude that is smaller than the control
amplitude of the first controllable resonant mirror in a
normal projection mode of the projector.

In one specific embodiment, the difference between the
amplitude with which the first controllable resonant mirror
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is operated in the power-saving mode and the control
amplitude of the first controllable resonant mirror in a
normal projection mode is selected in such a way that the
start-up time of the first controllable resonant mirror is as
long as the remaining electronic components of the projector
need for switching from the power-saving mode into the
normal projection mode.

In one specific embodiment, the control device is
designed to switch off the laser diode, the laser control
device, the driver device, and the second actuating device,
and to supply the first actuating device with power, in the
first configuration of the power-saving mode. This configu-
ration of the power-saving mode allows power-saving
operation of the projector while still allowing rapid start-up
of the projector.

In one specific embodiment, the control device is
designed to switch off the laser diode, the laser control
device, the driver device, and the first and/or second actu-
ating device in a second configuration of the power-saving
mode. This configuration allows very large energy savings
when the projector does not have to project video data in the
foreseeable future.

In one specific embodiment, the control device is
designed to switch off the laser diode and the laser control
device, and to supply the driver device, the first actuating
device, and the second actuating device with power, in a
third configuration of the power-saving mode.

In one specific embodiment, the control device is
designed to switch off the laser diode and the laser control
device, and to supply the driver device, the first actuating
device, the second actuating device, and a video controller
of the projector with power, in a fourth configuration of the
power-saving mode.

The different configurations of the power-saving mode
allow a specific adaptation of the energy demand of the
projector to the particular application.

The above-mentioned embodiments and refinements may
be arbitrarily combined with one another when this is
meaningful. Further possible embodiments, refinements,
and implementations of the present invention include com-
binations of features of the present invention described
above or explained below with reference to the exemplary
embodiments, even if not explicitly mentioned. In particular,
those skilled in the art will also add individual aspects as
enhancements or supplements to the particular basic form of
the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of one specific embodiment
of a projector according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows a flow chart of one specific embodiment of
a method according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of another specific embodi-
ment of a projector according to the present invention.

FIG. 4 shows a diagram for illustrating the start-up time,
from various operating modes, of one specific embodiment
of a projector according to the present invention.

FIG. 5 shows a block diagram of another specific embodi-
ment of a projector according to the present invention.

Identical or functionally equivalent elements and devices
have been provided with the same reference numerals in all
figures unless stated otherwise.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of one specific embodiment
of a projector 10 according to the present invention.
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Projector 10 in FIG. 1 has a control device 1 which is
coupled to a laser control device 7 and to a first controllable
resonant mirror 4.

Laser control device 7 is coupled to laser diode 8 and is
designed to control laser diode 8.

In addition, first controllable resonant mirror 4 is situated
in such a way that it reflects the light which is emitted by
laser diode 8.

Control device 1 is designed to control the orientation of
first controllable resonant mirror 4.

Control device 1 is also designed to reduce the power
supply to laser diode 8 and to laser control device 7, and to
further control the orientation of first controllable resonant
mirror 4 at a resonant frequency of first controllable resonant
mirror 4, in a first configuration of a power-saving mode of
projector 10.

Due to acquiring the resonant oscillation in use phases in
which no projection is output, a power-saving mode of the
projector may be utilized to save electrical power and still
provide full operational readiness of projector 10 within a
few 10 ms.

In particular, the energy demand of the projector in the
power-saving mode may be reduced to 5 mW-30 mW.

In particular, the power-saving mode of projector 10 may
be switched on when a video projection is expected in the
near future, but when at that moment no video projection is
taking place.

In one specific embodiment, this allows the average
power consumption of the projector to be reduced to below
100 mW.

In one specific embodiment, projector 10 has more than
one laser diode 8. In particular, in one specific embodiment,
projector 10 has three laser diodes having different colors,
such as red, green, and blue.

FIG. 2 shows a flow chart of one specific embodiment of
a method according to the present invention.

The power supply to electronic components 1, 7, 8 of
projector 10 is reduced in a first configuration of a power-
saving mode of projector 10 in a first step S1.

In a second step S2 of the method, the orientation of at
least one first controllable resonant mirror 4 of projector 10
is controlled at a resonant frequency of the at least one first
controllable resonant mirror 4 in the first configuration of the
power-saving mode.

In another specific embodiment which is not illustrated,
the method provides the additional step of controlling the
orientation of first controllable resonant mirror 4 and/or of a
second controllable mirror 5 in the power-saving mode.

In another specific embodiment which is not illustrated,
during the control of the orientation of second controllable
mirror 5, the orientation of second controllable mirror 5 in
at least one movable axis of second controllable mirror 5 is
set in a practically steady-state manner.

In another specific embodiment which is not illustrated,
during the control of the orientation of first controllable
resonant mirror 4 in the power-saving mode, the orientation
of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in at least one movable
axis of first controllable resonant mirror 4 is controlled at a
resonant frequency of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in
the at least one movable axis of first controllable resonant
mirror 4.

In another specific embodiment which is not illustrated,
during the control of the orientation of first controllable
resonant mirror 4, in the power-saving mode, the orientation
of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in at least one movable
axis of first controllable resonant mirror 4 is controlled at a
resonant frequency of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in
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the at least one movable axis of first controllable resonant
mirror 4, with an amplitude that corresponds to the control
amplitude of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in a normal
projection mode of projector 10.

In another specific embodiment which is not illustrated, in
the power-saving mode, the orientation of first controllable
resonant mirror 4 in at least one movable axis of first
controllable resonant mirror 4 is controlled at a resonant
frequency of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in the at
least one movable axis of first controllable resonant mirror
4, with an amplitude that is smaller than the control ampli-
tude of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in a normal
projection mode of projector 10.

In another specific embodiment which is not illustrated,
laser diode 8, laser control device 7, driver device 2, and
second actuating device 6 are switched off, and first actu-
ating device 3 is supplied with electrical power, in the first
configuration of the power-saving mode.

In another specific embodiment which is not illustrated,
laser diode 8, laser control device 7, driver device 2, and first
and/or second actuating device 3, 6 are switched off in a
second configuration of the power-saving mode.

In another specific embodiment which is not illustrated,
laser diode 8 and laser control device 7 are switched off, and
driver device 2, first actuating device 3, and second actuat-
ing device 6 are supplied with electrical power in a third
configuration of the power-saving mode.

In another specific embodiment which is not illustrated,
laser diode 8 and laser control device 7 are switched off, and
driver device 2, first actuating device 3, second actuating
device 6, and a video controller 9 of projector 10 are
supplied with electrical power, in a fourth configuration of
the power-saving mode.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of another specific embodi-
ment of a projector 10 according to the present invention.

Projector 10 in FIG. 3 differs from projector 10 in FIG. 1,
in that control device 1 of projector 10 has a driver device
2 which includes a first actuating device 3 and a second
actuating device 6. In addition, control device 1 has a video
controller 9 which is coupled to driver device 2 and to laser
control device 7.

Lastly, first actuating device 3 is coupled to first control-
lable resonant mirror 4, and second actuating device 6 is
coupled to a second controllable mirror 5.

Projector 10 in FIG. 3 is a projector 10 having two mirrors
4 and 5. The first mirror is a first controllable resonant mirror
4 which is designed to horizontally guide, from right to left,
the light which is emitted by laser diode 8. The second
mirror is designed to vertically deflect, from top to bottom,
the light of laser diode 8 which is reflected from first
controllable resonant mirror 4.

First actuating device 3 and a second actuating device 6
control mirrors 4 and 5 in such a way that first controllable
resonant mirror 4 horizontally deflects the light in each case
along a line of the image to be projected, and second
controllable mirror 5 subsequently shifts the light further
down by one line.

Since second controllable mirror 5 changes its position at
a significantly lower frequency than first controllable reso-
nant mirror 4, the operation of second controllable mirror 5
is also referred to as quasi-steady-state or practically steady-
state operation.

In another specific embodiment, the directions or the
sequence of the mirrors may also be interchanged.
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In another specific embodiment, projector 10 has only a
single controllable mirror 4, which is deflectable in two
axes. The mirror may have a resonant design in one axis or
in both axes.

In another specific embodiment, in the power-saving
mode, control device 1 is designed to control the orientation
of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in at least one movable
axis of first controllable resonant mirror 4 at a resonant
frequency of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in the at
least one movable axis of first controllable resonant mirror
4.

In another specific embodiment, in the power-saving
mode, control device 1 is designed to control the orientation
of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in at least one movable
axis of first controllable resonant mirror 4 at a resonant
frequency of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in the at
least one movable axis of first controllable resonant mirror
4, with an amplitude that corresponds to the control ampli-
tude of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in a normal
projection mode of projector 10.

In another specific embodiment, in the power-saving
mode, control device 1 is designed to control the orientation
of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in at least one movable
axis of first controllable resonant mirror 4 at a resonant
frequency of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in the at
least one movable axis of first controllable resonant mirror
4, with an amplitude that is smaller than the control ampli-
tude of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in a normal
projection mode of projector 10.

In another specific embodiment, the difference between
the amplitude with which first controllable resonant mirror
4 is operated in the power-saving mode and the control
amplitude of first controllable resonant mirror 4 in a normal
projection mode is selected in such a way that the start-up
time of first controllable resonant mirror 4 is as long as the
remaining electronic components of the projector need for
switching from the power-saving mode into the normal
projection mode.

In another specific embodiment, control device 1 is
designed to switch off laser diode 8, laser control device 7,
driver device 2, and second actuating device 6, and to supply
first actuating device 3 with power, in the first configuration
of the power-saving mode.

In another specific embodiment, control device 1 is
designed to switch off laser diode 8, laser control device 7,
driver device 2, and first and/or second actuating device 3,
6 in a second configuration of the power-saving mode.

In another specific embodiment, control device 1 is
designed to switch off laser diode 8 and laser control device
7, and to supply driver device 2, first actuating device 3, and
second actuating device 6 with power, in a third configura-
tion of the power-saving mode.

In another specific embodiment, control device 1 is
designed to switch off laser diode 8 and laser control device
7, and to supply driver device 2, first actuating device 3,
second actuating device 6, and a video controller 9 of
projector 10 with power, in a fourth configuration of the
power-saving mode.

In another specific embodiment, control device 1 controls
all configurations of the power-saving mode, and may apply
these as needed.

When it is stated in the present patent application that
components or elements of projector 10 are switched off, in
one specific embodiment these components or elements of
projector 10 may also be placed in a low-power or ultralow-
power mode.
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FIG. 4 shows a diagram for illustrating the start-up time,
from various operating modes, of one specific embodiment
of a projector 10 according to the present invention.

In the diagram in FIG. 4, time is plotted on the abscissa
axis, point in time t_max denoting that period of time needed
by the projector in order to switch from a state having
reduced power consumption into a normal projection mode.

The energy consumption in the corresponding operating
mode is plotted on the ordinate axis of the diagram.

In addition, six points are labeled in the diagram. First
points K2 and K2a denote the operation of the projector in
the second configuration of the power-saving mode. First
point K2 signifies that all components of projector 10 are
switched off Second point K2a signifies that all components
of projector 10 are placed in a low-power or ultralow-power
mode. First point K2 is located at maximum time t_max and
at an energy consumption of zero. The second point is
located at approximately 80% of the maximum time and at
approximately 5% of the maximum energy consumption.

Third point K1 is located at approximately 20% of
maximum time t_max and at approximately 30% of the
maximum energy consumption.

Third point K1 in the diagram denotes the first configu-
ration of the power-saving mode of one specific embodiment
of a projector 10 according to the present invention.

Fourth point K4 denotes the fourth configuration of the
power-saving mode of one specific embodiment of a pro-
jector 10 according to the present invention. Fourth point K4
is located at approximately 10% of maximum time t_max
and at approximately 50% of the maximum energy con-
sumption.

Lastly, points PM1 and PM2 are plotted, point PM1 being
located at 5% of maximum time t_max and at approximately
80% of the maximum energy consumption, and point PM2
being located at approximately 0% of maximum time t_max
and at approximately 100% of the maximum energy con-
sumption.

Point PM1 denotes a projection mode of one specific
embodiment of a projector 10 according to the present
invention in which no content is displayed, but all compo-
nents of projector 10 are ready for operation.

Point PM2 denotes a projection mode of one specific
embodiment of a projector 10 according to the present
invention in which projector 10 displays video content.

The points extend from point PM2 to point K2 approxi-
mately along a curve of the type y=e"(-x).

The illustrated points for the energy consumption of a
projector 10 are intended solely for purposes of illustration,
and are not necessarily true to scale. Other specific embodi-
ments of a projector 10 according to the present invention
may have different energy consumption curves.

FIG. 5 shows a block diagram of another specific embodi-
ment of a projector 10 according to the present invention.

Projector 10 in FIG. 5 has a pulsed RGB (red, green, blue)
laser light source I which emits its light onto a MEMS
micromirror M1, which deflects the light from top to bottom
at a frequency of 60 Hz. In addition, projector 10 in FIG. 5
has a second mirror M2 which deflects the light from left to
right at a frequency of 22 kHz. Projected image B thus
results from the combination of the two mirrors M1 and M2.

In one specific embodiment, a projector 10 according to
the present invention may also be equipped with only one
controllable resonant mirror 4 which oscillates in two
orthogonal directions.

Although the present invention has been described above
with reference to preferred exemplary embodiments, it is not
limited thereto, and may be modified in numerous ways. In
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particular, the present invention may be changed or modified
in various ways without departing from the core of the
present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A projector, comprising:

at least one laser diode for emitting light;

a laser control device for controlling the laser diode;

a first controllable resonant mirror for reflecting a light
that is emitted by the laser diode;

a control device for controlling an orientation of the first
controllable resonant mirror, wherein the control
device reduces a power supply to the laser diode and to
the laser control device in a first configuration of a
power-saving mode of the projector, and wherein the
control device further controls the orientation of the
first controllable resonant mirror at a resonant fre-
quency of the first controllable resonant mirror.

2. The projector as recited in claim 1, further comprising:

a second controllable mirror, wherein the control device
controls at least one of the orientation of the first
controllable resonant mirror and an orientation of the
second controllable mirror in the power-saving mode.

3. The projector as recited in claim 2, wherein the control
device sets the orientation of the second controllable mirror
in at least one movable axis of the second controllable mirror
in a practically steady-state manner.

4. The projector as recited in claim 2, wherein the control
device includes a first driver device that includes at least one
of a first actuating device for controlling the orientation of
the first controllable resonant mirror and a second actuating
device for controlling the orientation of the second control-
lable mirror.

5. The projector as recited in claim 1, wherein in the
power-saving mode, the control device controls the orien-
tation of the first controllable resonant mirror in at least one
movable axis of the first controllable resonant mirror at a
resonant frequency of the first controllable resonant mirror
in the at least one movable axis of the first controllable
resonant mirror.

6. The projector as recited in claim 1, wherein one of:

in the power-saving mode, the control device controls the
orientation of the first controllable resonant mirror in at
least one movable axis of the first controllable resonant
mirror at a resonant frequency of the first controllable
resonant mirror in the at least one movable axis of the
first controllable resonant mirror, with an amplitude
that corresponds to a control amplitude of the first
controllable resonant mirror in a normal projection
mode of the projector, and

in the power-saving mode, the control device controls the
orientation of the first controllable resonant mirror in at
least one movable axis of the first controllable resonant
mirror at a resonant frequency of the first controllable
resonant mirror in the at least one movable axis of the
first controllable resonant mirror, with an amplitude
that is smaller than the control amplitude of the first
controllable resonant mirror in a normal projection
mode of the projector.

7. The projector as recited in claim 4, wherein the control

device at least one of:

switches off the laser diode, the laser control device, the
driver device, and the second actuating device, and
supplies the first actuating device with power, in the
first configuration of the power-saving mode,

switches off the laser diode, the laser control device, the
driver device, and at least one of the first actuating
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device and the second actuating device in a second
configuration of the power-saving mode,
switches off the laser diode and the laser control device,
and supplies the driver device, the first actuating
device, and the second actuating device with power, in
a third configuration of the power-saving mode, and

switches off the laser diode and the laser control device,
and supplies the driver device, the first actuating
device, the second actuating device, and a video con-
troller of the projector with power, in a fourth configu-
ration of the power-saving mode.

8. A method for controlling a projector including at least
one laser diode for emitting light, a laser control device for
controlling the laser diode, a first controllable resonant
mirror for reflecting a light that is emitted by the laser diode,
a control device for controlling an orientation of the first
controllable resonant mirror, wherein the control device
reduces a power supply to the laser diode and to the laser
control device in a first configuration of a power-saving
mode of the projector, and wherein the control device further
controls the orientation of the first controllable resonant
mirror at a resonant frequency of the first controllable
resonant mirror, the method comprising:

reducing a power supply to electronic components of the

projector in a first configuration of the power-saving
mode of the projector; and

controlling the orientation of the first controllable reso-

nant mirror of the projector in the first configuration of
the power-saving mode at the resonant frequency of the
first controllable resonant mirror.

9. The method as recited in claim 8, further comprising:

controlling at least one of the orientation of the first

controllable resonant mirror and an orientation of a
second controllable mirror in the power-saving mode.

10. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein during the
control of the orientation of the second controllable mirror,
the orientation of the second controllable mirror in at least
one movable axis of the second controllable mirror is set in
a practically steady-state manner.

11. The method as recited in claim 8, wherein during the
control of the orientation of the first controllable resonant
mirror in the power-saving mode, the orientation of the first
controllable resonant mirror in at least one movable axis of
the first controllable resonant mirror is controlled at a
resonant frequency of the first controllable resonant mirror
in the at least one movable axis of the first controllable
resonant mirror.

12. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein one of:

during the control of the orientation of the first control-

lable resonant mirror in the power-saving mode, the
orientation of the first controllable resonant mirror in
the at least one movable axis of the first controllable
resonant mirror is controlled at a resonant frequency of
the first controllable resonant mirror in the at least one
movable axis of the first controllable resonant mirror,
with an amplitude that corresponds to a control ampli-
tude of the first controllable resonant mirror in a normal
projection mode of the projector, and

in the power-saving mode, the orientation of the first

controllable resonant mirror in the at least one movable
axis of the first controllable resonant mirror is con-
trolled at a resonant frequency of the first controllable
resonant mirror in the at least one movable axis of the
first controllable resonant mirror, with an amplitude
that is smaller than the control amplitude of the first
controllable resonant mirror in the normal projection
mode of the projector.
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13. The method as recited in claim 8, wherein at least one
of:

the laser diode, the laser control device, the driver device,
and a second actuating device are switched off, and the
first actuating device is supplied with power, in the first
configuration of the power-saving mode,

the laser diode, the laser control device, the driver device,
and at least one of the first actuating device and the
second actuating device are switched off in a second
configuration of the power-saving mode,

the laser diode and the laser control device are switched
off, and the driver device, the first actuating device, and
the second actuating device are supplied with power, in
a third configuration of the power-saving mode, and

the laser diode and the laser control device are switched
off, and the driver device, the first actuating device, the
second actuating device, and a video controller of the
projector are supplied with power in a fourth configu-
ration of the power-saving mode.
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